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Thanks to the clean-up teams

Published Date: 29 April 2009 

FOR four weeks, an army of people have been rolling up their sleeves to carry out the most widesweeping clean-up Sheffield has ever seen.

The city looks better for it, with drastic improvements in some areas, after tons of rubbish and litter were collected and removed. But the disappointing truth remains that this was just the tip of the iceberg.

Sheffield's Big Spring Clean should be seen as a start rather than the goal.

Over the last month, we have been delighted and privileged to report on the work of scores of community groups and thousands of individuals who have grown tired of living alongside growing mountains of rubbish and got stuck in to make their neighbourhoods tidier.

Among the last events was a tremendous effort led by Sheffield City Kayak Club members who pushed the boat out to collect junk from the River Don, filling a 10-tonne skip in the process.

However, there are some people who doggedly refuse to change their ways and use open spaces and, as was shown the other day, our precious River Don, as a dumping ground.

Sadly, that means the clean up must go on all year round. And everyone of us should show our gratitude to those who are prepared to clean-up other people's mess.

