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Kayak crew dip in for clean-up
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Water mess: Father and son Jack and Ian Pearson balance a pile of rubbish on a raft as part of a River Don clean-up
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MEMBERS of Sheffield City Kayak Club were up the creek with gloves, grabbers and bin liners on a major clean-up of the River Don in Sheffield.

Paddlers, and a host of volunteers from other groups, tackled rubbish on the banks around Ball Bridge at Neepsend. They also used kayaks to retrieve junk – including a large bath – from the river itself.

The clean-up – part of Sheffield Council's Big Spring Clean backed by The Star – filled a 10-tonne skip with old ironwork, pipes, car doors, and bag after bag of paper, glass and polythene.

Tony Canning, chair of the club which run regular sessions from Ball Bridge, near Kelham Island, on Sunday mornings. said: "This was once a heavy industrial site but has recently developed into modern waterfront accommodation. 

"The landscape is dominated by the magnificent Kelham Weir, where heron can be seen and less frequently, kingfishers.

"The stunning views up and down stream from Ball Bridge can now be enjoyed by anyone. Please help us keep it this way by discouraging anyone who tries to use it as a free garbage disposal facility.

"Sheffielders should feel proud of this river – after all, the harnessing of its power is what made our city great."

The kayak club carried out the work with the local residents' association and volunteers from Upper Don Walk Trust, Sheffield River Stewardship company, Sheffield City Council Ambassadors, police and Hillsborough and Owlerton History group.

More than 2,000 people and 80 community groups have helped spruce up the city in the biggest ever Big Spring Clean, it has been revealed.

Other events include members of Burngreave mosque cleaning up the Margate Drive area as part of the Big Spring Clean.

Coun Sylvia Dunkley, cabinet member for Streetscene, praised the hard work put in by volunteers over the last four weeks.

She said: "My thanks must also go to The Star, who have supported us by highlighting so much of the good work carried out.

"Over the last four weeks we have seen over 80 community groups, young people, residents, businesses, volunteers and council staff all playing their part in the city's biggest ever clean-up. These include 13 new groups that we have not worked with previously."

